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Custer County Foundation Awards $76,950 in Scholarships!
The Custer County Foundation held their annual Scholarship Award Ceremony on Sunday, March 19,
at the Anselmo-Merna gymnasium in Merna.
Jami Anderson, Treasurer of the Custer County Foundation, conducted the welcome to the
estimated 200 people in attendance on a beautiful spring day. Jami also introduced our guest speaker,
Robert Downey, who not only grew up on the Downey Homestead outside of Merna, but graduated
from Anselmo-Merna High School. Mr. Downey earned degrees in Finance and Economics from the
University of Nebraska at Lincoln. He currently resides in Lincoln and works as a Certified Financial
Planner and Wealth Manager for Morgan Stanley.
Mr. Downey offered a wealth of information and useful advice for those in attendance. As he
referenced the game of catch, which requires one person throwing and another catching the ball, he
was using this analogy to encourage students not to go through life with two catchers’ mitts on.
Instead, he emphasized the importance of taking action and doing things for others instead of always
expecting to be on the receiving end. Mr. Downey shared three tactical ideas for the students heading
off to college: value your time, meet people, and be adaptable. He also mentioned the many care
packages he received from his mom while he was away at college, and one in particular which came on
a day when he really needed it most. The package not only contained homemade banana bread and
chocolate chip cookies; but, more significantly, a note from his mom inscribed with a poem that really
“hit home” that day. The words of the poem, “No Man Is an Island”, changed his perspective on life.
He shifted from someone who focused too much on himself to a focus on other people and making
them smile each day. More specifically, this meant focusing on those things that he could do to make
the world a better place, and that which made an incredible difference in his life. In closing, Mr.
Downey summarized his address to the audience by saying you never know when you will make a
difference in someone’s life. Play catch to get the person right; and, if you get the person right, the
world will be right.
This scholarship ceremony continues to be successful because of our special guests in the donors
who travel from places like Kansas City and Lincoln, as well as the many from Custer County. Not
only are they in attendance to present their scholarships, but to share great stories about their families
and offer words of advice and encouragement. Their presence also gives them an opportunity to meet
the students whose lives they are directly impacting. Another element is that of surprise for the
students receiving the scholarships. Until their name is called, they are neither aware of the
scholarship they are receiving nor the amount. This anticipation makes the event even more enjoyable.
Executive Director Lindsay Divan announced sixty-seven scholarships would be presented to fifty-five
students for a total amount of $76,950 awarded! She went on to explain the selection process and
thanked the scholarship committee for their hard work and dedication in selecting the recipients.
Nearly 575 applications were received and selecting the recipients was not an easy task. After all the
awards were presented, the guidance counselors were thanked for all the assistance they offer the
students with the application process. The ceremony closed by inviting attendees to enjoy
refreshments and cookies, while thanking those in attendance and wishing the graduates best of luck as
they begin new chapters in their lives.
Best wishes and congratulations to all of our Custer County High School graduates!
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Scholarship Ceremony Photos

Dick & Kay Towns Memorial Scholarship, $500.

Dr. Jackson J. Bence Scholarship, $1,000.

Roy & Dot Yanagida Scholarship, $1,000.

Forsyth Family Scholarship, $8,000.

Interested in Establishing a Scholarship?
Have you ever thought of establishing a scholarship fund? The Custer County Foundation can be a
valuable resource to you and your family in establishing an effective and meaningful scholarship fund. Many
donors establish a scholarship in honor or memory of a loved one. Establishing a scholarship is an easy
process! The Custer County Foundation will work with you to establish a scholarship that is designed
personally for you. The Foundation will answer key questions like:









What do I name the fund?
Who is eligible to apply?
How is the recipient chosen?
Can I target a specific field of study?
Do I care which high school the student attends?
Can the scholarship be awarded to a college student?
Is there a minimum award amount?
How is the scholarship paid out to the student?

All scholarships are donor-driven. The donor selects the criteria used by the selection committee to
determine a recipient. The donor names the scholarship and determines the dollar amount the recipient
is given. Donors are invited to attend the scholarship ceremony to present their scholarship and meet
the recipients. The Foundation takes care of all the paperwork and behind-the-scene work, therefore
allowing the donor to truly enjoy the positive impact their scholarship is having on the lives of students.
Contact the Custer County Foundation today, and we would be more than happy to walk you through
the simple steps to establish a scholarship.
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Spring Grant Deadline April 30th!
The goal of the Custer County Foundation is to improve the
quality of life in the Custer County area by supporting the needs
of its communities. One way the Foundation strives to achieve
this goal is through their grant program. Any nonprofit group
that falls under the guidelines of the Foundation’s grant policy can
apply for a grant from the Custer County Foundation. Funds are
usually granted in the area’s of civic, culture, health, education,
environment, and
social services. To
review the criteria
Broken Bow Fire Department received a grant
and download an
for $5,000.
application, please
visit the Foundation’s website at custercountyfoundation.org,
select Grants, and then select Guidelines from the drop down
menu. The current grant deadline is fast approaching; please
submit grant applications prior to the April 30th deadline.
The Foundation has been busy distributing funds to the 2016
Fall Grant recipients. A couple of the fall grant recipients are
Girl Scouts Troop 217 received a grant for $500.
pictured here.

2017 Sustaining Membership Drive!
We are a quarter of the way to reaching our 2017 goal of $15,000! Thank you
for your support! Please help us meet our goal by becoming a member today.
Both businesses and individuals are encouraged to become members.
A gift to the Foundation ensures we can continue our mission of charitable
giving to benefit the residents throughout Custer County. As a way to recognize
your generous support, we will publish your name in our 2018 Winter
Newsletter. Your name will also appear in our 13th Annual Gala & Auction
program. Please consider supporting the Foundation financially.
Remember, the Foundation exists today because Custer County residents have
a strong desire to give back to the community where they have lived, prospered,
worked, and played.

When we circle together,
we CAN make a difference!
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Living Up to Our Motto:
“Preserving Our Heritage…
Planning Our Future.”

Custer County Foundation, Inc.
Officers:
President: Craig Safranek, Merna;
308-643-2666
Vice-President: Chris Smith, Broken Bow;
308-872-6467
Secretary: Karen Evans, Berwyn;
308-870-0435
Treasurer: Jami Anderson, Broken Bow;
308-872-2466
Board of Directors:
Mary Beshaler, Arnold; 308-848-2453
Jeff Denson, Broken Bow; 308-872-2819
Brett Eggleston, Oconto; 308-325-1154
Deb Girardin, Broken Bow; 308-870-4242
Alicia Hermsmeyer, Ansley; 402-631-7577
Julianna Jenkins, Callaway; 308-836-2440
Todd Lundstrom, Broken Bow; 308-767-2405
Guy Mills, Jr, Ansley; 308-732-3419
Jami Myers, Broken Bow; 308-872-5469
Russ Rice, Broken Bow; 308-872-2106
Micky Schneider, Sargent; 308-215-3315
Executive Director:
Lindsay Divan, Broken Bow; 308-627-2198
Office Assistant:
Lisa Bell, Broken Bow, 308-872-6177

Our Mission
The Custer County Foundation is a non-profit
community trust which is structured to seek
out, receive, and administer funds to meet the
present and future needs of the residents of
Custer County. The funds are administered in
the areas of health, arts and culture, social
welfare, environment, education, and civics.
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